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takes   place, the Turanian King is defeated and flies to the
land of Antun the Frank, and Vamiq releases Behmen from
prison; but, while they are still rejoicing over their success,
Antun's   army   comes   and   digs   pitfalls,   into   one  of which
Vamiq  falls.   His  friends  pray   Heaven to release him, and
at this juncture arrives King Merzuban of Tus, who has also
fallen   in  love  with   cAzra from a portrait of her which he
has seen, and who now delivers her, together with Dil-pezir,
Behmen, Pir and the nurse, from Antun's hands, after which,
like   Mejnun  he  goes   mad  with  love of cAzra. Antun and
the King of Tiir are defeated, and flee to the Persian Gulf,
taking   with  them  Vamiq,   who   remains  a  captive in their
hands. After being driven about for six days by storms, they
fall into the hands of Indian fire-worshippers, who set them
in  the  midst of a great fire, intending to sacrifice them to
their god. Antun and the King of Tur are burned to ashes,
but so great is the flame of Vamiq's love that the fire cannot
prevail against him, seeing which the Indians fall at his feet
and adore him. Meanwhile cAzra, Dil-pezir, Behmen, Pir and
the   nurse set out to search for Vamiq. They reach, in the
course of their wanderings, the land of the Zengis, or Abys-
sinians, who take them prisoners. Helhilan, King of the Zengis,
who holds captive Huma, the daughter of the King of Cash-
mere,  attempts to assault cAzra and Dil-pezir at a carouse,
but is overcome by them. Huma and GAzra commiserate one
another, and relate to one another their histories. Meanwhile
Vamiq,  having  escaped   from  the   Indians,   wanders, like a
second   Mejnun,   over  hill  and   dale,  holding converse only
with the wild beasts and birds. At length he joins a caravan
which brings him to the Castle of Helhilan, whom he defeats,
and  who  flics  to  Merzuban of Tus, taking with him cAzra
and Huma. Merzuban, however, instead of helping him, casts
him into prison, and sends a messenger to his castle to bring